Notes

until he reached Lexington. There he awakened Adams and
Hancock, and was joined by Dawes and Dr. Samuel Prescott.
After a brief delay the three started to alarm the country
between Lexington and Concord. They had ridden but a short
distance when they were met by four British officers who barred
the road. Prescott jumped his horse over a stone wall and
escaped, carrying the alarm to Concord. Revere rode toward a
wood, when six more British officers appeared, and he was
made a prisoner and forced to return with Dawes and his
captors to Lexington. There he was released.' Fighting began
on Lexington Common at sunrise, and there was also a skirmish
at Concord Bridge; neither fight was decisive, but the British
certainly did not get the best of it. Revere's ride was important
in that he warned the countryside, and so enabled the Minute
Men to prove their worth.

Of the names mentioned in the poem, Middlesex (1. 13) is the
county of Massachusetts in which are situated Boston, Concord,
&c. Charlestown (1. 16), now a part of Boston, lies on the north
of the River Charles. The Mystic (1. 83) is the other river at
Boston; Medford also stands on its banks. The distance from
Boston to Concord is seventeen miles.

BATTLE OF THE BALTIC
Thomas Campbell (1777-1844), a Scottish poet. After
studying law in Edinburgh he travelled on the Continent;
subsequently settling in London he edited various magazines.
He enjoyed a great reputation in his own day; but he is now
remembered chiefly for his patriotic poems (e.g. Ye Mariners
of England).
The battle of Copenhagen, April 2, 1801, was fought to
break up Napoleon's plan of a coalition of the northern Powers
(Russia, Sweden, and Denmark) against England. Nelson led
the van of our ships, and when the battle wasjiottest refused to
see Parker's signal for recall. The Danish fleet was broken, up,
but could not be taken owing to its being protected by the land
batteries. Thanks, however, to the tactful negotiations of
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